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News and Notes 


NOTICE 

The annual meeting of the Nebraska 
District Women’s Missionary Society 
will meet at Pella Lutheran Church, 
42nd and Farnam, Omaha, Nebraska on 
Friday, September 16th at 1:30 P.M. 
Delegates to this convention shall be: 

1. Members of the executive board. 

2. Wives of pastors of our district. 

3. Delegates elected by local so- 
cieties in the ratio of one delegate 
for each twenty-five members, or frac- 
tion thereof. 

The W.M.S. Mission program will 
be Friday evening, September 17th 
with Miss Margaret Nissen as speaker. 
The W.M:S. Breakfast will be held 
Saturday morning at 7:30 o’clock. All 
societies are urged to send delegates. 


We had hoped to find a good deal 
of news, when we came home from 
our vacation of eight days, but the 
heat must have been too much for our 
friends. But news writers, please get 
busy! 


Oakland, Calif., Rev. Clifford Paul- 
sen, pastor. On July 38rd our congre- 
gation was pleased to welcome Mr. 
Paul Kloth, who will assist our pastor 
for a year. Mr. Kloth is the son of 
Rev. Scriver Kloth of Portland, Ore., 
and a middler at Trinity Seminary in 
Blair, Nebr. Two years ago he travel- 
ed about the midwestern states as a 
member of the Dana College quartet. 
By a delightful coincidence the Rev. 
and Mrs. Morck and their three little 
ones, missionaries from Colombia, So. 
America, came to visit us the same 
day and at the reception showed love- 
ly colored slides of South America. 

We have been conducting a vacation 
Bible ‘School for the past several years 
and early last year a wing was added 
to our present Sunday school room to 
take care of our younger children and 
the meeting place of our various 
church organizations and a new pas- 
tor’s study. This expenditure was 
greatly diminished by contributions 
by our congregation, friends and little 
banks that our children had been fill- 
ing for many months previous to help 
celebrate our Golden Jubilee on Nov. 
21st of last year. 


Canadian Lutheran Council 
Names Executive Director 


Winnipeg—The Canadian Lutheran 


Council has named as its executive 
director Dr. Earl J. Treusch, presi- 
dent of the Lutheran College and 
Seminary at Saskatoon. He will as- 
sume his new duties Sept. 30. 


Dr. Treusch, 39, succeeds the Rev. 
W. A. Mehlenbacher, who had held 
the post since a few months after the 
CLC was organized four years ago by 
five Lutheran bodies with congrega- 
tions in Canada. Mr. Mehlenbacher 
resigned to become Canadian regional 
director for the United Lutheran 
‘Church’s evangelism program in 1955- 
Nil. 


Dr. Treusch is a native of Ontario 
and a graduate of Waterloo College 
and Seminary. He served in the par- 
ish ministry for eleven years before 
joining the Saskatoon faculty in 1950. 


Wisconsin Synod Postpones 
Action on Break with Missouri 

The Evangelical Lutheran Joint Sy- 
nod of Wisconsin and Other States has 
postponed action until next year on a 
proposal to sever relations with the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 


By a margin of two to one, dele- 
gates to the Wisconsin Synod’s 33rd 
biennial convention at Saginaw, Mich., 
Aug. 10-17, decided to act upon the 
highly controversial issue ata recessed 
session in 1956. 

The vote was 94 to 47, with nearly 
half those opposed to deferment of ac- 
tion requesting that their vote be re- 
corded. 

The delay was recommended by the 
‘Synod’s Standing Committee on Mat- 
ters of Church Union because of “far 
reaching spiritual consequences” and 
to give the Missouri Synod an “op- 
portunity to express itself’ as a cor- 
porate body at its triennial conven- 
tion next June in St. Paul, Minn. 

The committee’s chairman, the Rev. 
Conrad I. Frey of Saginaw, president 
of Michigan Lutheran Seminary, said 
its members had “wrestled and prayed 
aver the matter” and would not hesi- 
tate to break ties in 1956 if the Mis- 
souri Synod failed to take definite 
steps to end the differences between 
the two groups. 

In 1958, after years of sharp criti- 
cism of Missouri Synod practices, de- 
nounced as “religious unionism,” the 
Wisconsin ‘Synod formally charged 
Missouri with breaking relations which 
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have existed between the two conj 
vative church lbodies since the Sym 
ical Conference was organized in }} 

Wisconsin debated the charges}, 
both its regular convention and a #}, 
cial session in 1953 and carried 
controversy through a regular 
special convention of the Synod] 
Conference in 1954 without reachiny’ 
final decision on official termine 
of fellowship. 

The Synodical Conference is a 
eration of the Missouri, Wisconsin 1 
Norwegian Synods and the Sloj. 
Church. Last June, the Norweg} 
Synod formally suspended relaitiy 
with Missouri when delegates” f 
dorsed a nine-page memorandum 1} 
detailed Missouri’s alleged errors)’ 
doctrine and practice over the p} 
two decades. 


Wisconsin’s latest decision to dé} 
action came after the question of §} 
ering ties with Missouri had been ¢ 
cussed and debated in two open 
ings and at a morning and aftern@ 
session of the convention. 

Points of disagreement which 
Wisconsin Synod considers “divisii 
include the Missouri Synod’s joint 
tivities with the National Luthe 
Council, its participation in the n 
tary chaplaincy, its toleration of F 
Scouts, its joint prayer with groj 
not in doctrinal agreement, and ) 
“Common Confession” drawn up W 
the American Lutheran Church. 

A highlight of the convention 
the dramatic, unscheduled visit at) 
early session by Dr. John W. Behn 
of St. Louis, president of the Mi 50 
Synod. 

Dr. Behnken pleaded with the d 
gates not to sever relations with 
souri and others in the Synodical Gf 
ference. | 

“I do not want to make an emotili 
al appeal, although my heart is . 
with deepest emotion,” he said. 

“The Wisconsin Synod has not cha 
ed the Missouri Synod with doctril 
error, but with false practice. Our # 
Synods are in agreement on the pf 
ciple concerned.” | 

The preamble to the resolut 
adopted by Wisconsin stated in I 
that “it should be reiterated in no} 
certain terms that a specific chargé 
false doctrine is not a Biblical reg 
site for separation from a chu 
body.” | 

“A church body which creates di 
sions and offenses by its official 

(Continued on page 15) 
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hen We Teach a Child 


By H. C. Jorgensen 
| at do we mean when we teach the child? 
e put a thought that is sweet and mild 
ito a mind that is waiting for seed, 
ito a heart that has never felt greed. 
ve man with such thoughts is never beguiled, 
r we teach the man when we teach the child. 


|, @ do we do when we teach the child? 

e take the treasures which may be piled 

} lesson or poem or nature’s store 

d transform them all into golden ore 

character, which cannot be reviled: 

Ine strong man comes from the well-taught child. 


} 

that do we do when we teach the child? 

fe take the nature untamed and wild, 

md mold it into a life serene, 

ith heart and will and judgment clean. 

Te make the man who is undefiled 

Then we teach, as we ought, the little child. 


That do we do when we teach the child? 

Te plant the truth, which the Undefiled, 

ur Lord and Master, said freedom makes. 

hrough knowledge, true freedom comes and takes 
ks place, and dominates passion wild: 

Te have saved the man, when we've saved the child. 


til, lp be 
I MY 


> 


——= Sasa 


Dr. O. Hallesby’s book, “Under His Wings,” there is a 
illustration of an old truth. When this renowned Nor- 
in theologian was but a young lad he drove a wagon 
2 community sand-pit early one winter morning. Young 
sby was the first to reach the pit and was thereofre 
ed to load where it was easiest to get the sand. A 
Ibor, a man whom Hallesby knew as one that took a 
inent and vociferous part in the testifying at the Sun- 
services, got to the pit just behind the boy. Approach- 
he young driver, this neighbor said: “You are such a 
fellow, I will help you turn your horse around.” And 
this preacher of righteousness deliberately drove 
sby’s cart into another intake and took for HE 
pest place. “He (the neighbor) continued to preach, 
s Dr. Hallesby. “But every time I heard him he ac- 
lished little more, as far as I was concerned, than to 
‘ to my mind the recollection of that Monday morning 
e sand-pit.” 
e story illustrates a valuable lesson. We all must be 
ul that our conduct will not offend the youthful mem- 
of Christ’s flock. We cannot expect to find moral per- 
mn in any Christian young or old, for we all are fallible 
rs saved by the grace of God. We can, however, be cir- 
pect in our Christian life, especially as regards the 
x, The example set by their elders usually influences 
hildren more strongly than their preaching. 
-d Jesus, give us grace and strength never by word or 
to offend the lambs of Thy fold. Amen, ... .—Selected. 
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(greetings 
From the Board of Parish Education 


As the board through its chairman brings a 
greeting for this special Christian Education issue 
for Parish Education Month, it would like to do so 
in the form of a salute. 


The board would like to salute the more than 
2500 teachers of the church schools of our synod, 
who Sunday after Suday faithfully carry on their 
Christian teaching services, as they teach their 
classes and leave a witness in word and deed to the 
pupils of their classes. We speak of various events 
in the field of Parish Education. This to the writer 
is far the most important of all, and one which 
brings blessings to our children, our homes, and 
our congregations. 


In bringing this greeting it is our prayer that 
God may give you grace to carry on “teaching 
them to observe all things.” In your humbleness 
before your God, we know, there is often a feeling 
of inability and lack of training, and then there is 
the realization of the evil forces at work from with- 
in and without the child to hinder the blessed work 
of the Holy Spirit, which may often create a feel- 


ing of discouragement. In spite of this, you will 
carry on because of the realization of God’s Word 
to bring fruit to fruition in faith and love. 


The board wants to be of service to you. So often 
it feels its services are so limited. However the 
members of the board want to assure the workers 
and leaders of our church schools, that they want 
to be with you in spirit and in prayer as this all- 
important work of the church is carried on. In 
order that you may know, the members of that 
board are Pastor Stanley Larsen, Exira, Iowa, Sec- 
retary, Dr. C. C. Madsen, Blair, Nebr., Mrs. K. M. 
Ludvigsen, Denver, Colo., Pastor James W. Olsen, 
Lincoln, Nebr., and the’ chairman. 


Ou behalf of the board, 
Soren S. Kaldall, Charman 


Ove 


We have a common problem and a 
common interest in finding answers to 
such questions as: How does one 
teach? How does one teach as a Chris- 
tian? How does one teach about Jesus 
and the things of God? What should 
be the aim in teaching a Sunday 
school class? 


If you will, let us try to sort out and 
clarify and expand our thinking about 
our joint interests and goals. 


It is difficult to talk about the color 
red, about tall, about love, about 
peaceful co-existence unless we have 
an agreement about what is meant by 
such words. By the same token, and in 
order to be sure we share the same 
base-line from which to start our con- 
siderations, let us try to agree on cer- 
tain {basic assumptions and _ beliefs 
about teaching in Sunday schools. 


First Assumption—Trhe human heart 
is deceitful. The Goodspeed transla- 
tion says “treacherous above all 
things, and desperately sick.” (Jer. 
17:9). The heart might then well be 
pictured lopsided, and not like all the 
perfectly shaped beautiful red valen- 
tine hearts that are all about us at a 
certain season of the year. This then 
is a point we are committed to keep 
in mind as we think of ourselves in 
our role as Sunday school teachers. 
This is your heart and mine that is 
scheming, a little bent in its thinking, 
dusky in its suspicions. It might not 
even be the other members on the 
teaching staff. It might not even be 
the pupils. There is the possibility 
that “‘father’ (the teacher) is not al- 
ways right.’ ” 


Second Assumption—Yeaching is 
not learning. We wish it meant the 
same thing, but it doesn’t, no more 
than leading to water and drinking 
are the same thing; no more than 
bodily presence means that listening 
is in process. So to have taught a les- 
son, unfortunately does not mean it 
was “put over.” Learning takes place 
only when the desire to learn hasbeen 
created, not commanded. Learning 
has not occurred just because a les- 
son is parroted back. I doubt that all 
memory work is by the heart. There 
is no magic transmitted by the reneti- 
tion of words, even Bible words. They 
won’t rub off any more than to put a 
book under the pillow will result in 
the lesson being learned during sleep. 
I’m not discounting the work of the 
Holy Spirit, ’'m only saying that the 


This article was delivered as a 
talk at a Sunday School Teach- 
ers’ Meeting in Fresno, Cali- 
fornia, last February by Ruth I. 
Jorgensen, of San _ Francisco, 
General Director of the Califor- 
nia League for Nursing. Many 
requested that it be printed in 
order that it may be shared by a 
larger number of teachers. 


seeds which fell on 
ground never bore fruit. 


unprepared 


Third Assumption—A teacher must 
have faith in God’s plan of salvation. 
Of course, we agree on this immedi- 
ately, verbally and intellectually; but 
we don’t always work as though we 
believe it. If we believe that the 
planting, the watering, the harvesting 
will be shared by many workers, then 
the aim of our teaching must be long 
range, just like God’s plan of salva- 
tion. It isn’t enough, therefore, that 
this morning’s lesson was a satisfying 
experience to’ the teacher—even 
though the children were quiet and 
listened, did as they were told, knew 
their lessons, {brought a neighbor child, 
and loved their teacher. Did the les- 
son touch the heart of the child and 
widen his eyes just a little more as 
he sensed God’s love through your 
words—or his own words? 


(which 
in God’s long-range 


A teacher must have faith 
means sharing) 
plan. 

I 

Now let us inspect our aims in 
teaching. Here we will have some dif- 
ficulty if we try to be absolutely hon- 
est about our individual personal aims. 
Every teacher wants to be liked, to be 
appreciated, to have a neat, sweet, 
well-laundered class, a nicely behaved 
class. Every teacher wants to feel suc- 
cessful and effective. These are not 
wrong motives, and may well be the 
eventual outcome of teaching, but 
these must not represent the primary 
reason for teaching. It is not easy to 
state our aims, but it is helpful. Try it 
at your next teacher’s meeting. Hav- 
ing stated aims, it is easier to work 
toward those ends, and the aims 
should be used frequently as a check- 
list by the individual teacher. 


Our aim in teaching is of course 
that the child may “learn about God,” 
but that is not very useful, for to 
know about God in a vacuum is not 


enough. Let us take our cue from) 
Commandments, “We should fear | 
love God so that—’ We might &| 
our aims in this way: That the ch 
may— il 


{ 


i) | 


1. 


1. Develop a conscious, personal 
lationship with God if 
2. At the age of discretion ac), 
for himself God’s plan of salvation’ 
3. Through insight gained f/ 
God’s word, learn to know him) 
thereby understanding himself 
others better ht 
4, Acquire and learn to apply a 
tian philosophy in dealings with }j. 
and others | 
5. Become a co-worker with Gog? 
6. Learn to think for himself, fr) 
and creatively | 
II | 
How can any one person be eq}, 
ped to fill such an assignment, t 
tainly one to be approached praf 
fully and humbly. ...God gavepi 
the teacher of the world’s first cl, 
Eve, his mother, not because & 
knew pedagogy, but because she Iq) 
Cain, the child. Today we likew 
need as the first requisite, tha’ 
Christian Sunday school teacher }} 
the children. This is the persd) 
equipment which is most import 
and which motivates men and womé 
who, just as you, teach a class Sunf 
after Sunday, rain or shine, vaca# 
or no, good or poor attendance, 


being expressed by anyone. This | 
love which is Christ-inspired so } 
work is given as an offering to C 
Yet, in the face of such devotion 
self-sacrificing service, it is still net 
sary to say this—love is not enotl 

How can it be that love is } 
enough? The great “love chapter,} 
Cor. 13, mentions two other attribul 
faith and hope. “These are the 8) 
three, the greatest of these is lo 
God’s love would{be enough. We 
that—we’ve been taught that all | 
lives, and know it at least in | 
minds,—but why should our love (} 
we are Christians) be “not enough 

Our imperfect love is really v 
self-centered, not very Christ-cen' 
ed, not very pupil-centered. Self-] 
leaves little room for love of otk 
because it is so busy meeting its ¢ 
needs. These may be: to be admil 
to be the best in everything, to be 
ways right, to have the final word. 
have power over a situation. If 
pupils assist in maintaining this 1 


(Continued on page 6) 
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y Church, 


A Teaching Church 


s is the motto or slogan selected by the Boards of 
h Education of the National Lutheran Council 
‘hes for Parish Education Month, or for emphasis 
g the coming year of church school work. It is well 
reminded of this, lest we forget it as a church. 
teaching church! Our church had better just be 
for the great commission given by Christ is “Go 
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
Ioly Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
nanded you.” So failing to be a teaching church 
MH be a sharp denial of the definite instruction of 
it, the Head of the church. 


‘tory shows that the growth and the vitality of the 
ran Church is found in the fact that it is a teach- 
urch. Teaching was the effective means for bring- 
ut the Reformation, and has been the emphasis 
has been put forth in the church of the Reforma- 
ince. 


her held teaching in very high esteem. He was 
lf a great teacher. In his sermon about “Keeping 
ren in School” he said about the work of a school- 
er or teacher, “I know that this is the most useful, 
reatest and best, next to the work of preaching.” 
e pastors he said, “A good preacher should have 


properties or virtues: first, to teach systemati- 
” 


.o facts from Luther and the Reformation point to 
portance and the emphasis placed on teaching. 
ne was Luther’s Small Catechism, which is prefac- 
y a strong teaching exhortation to parents, “In the 
form in which they are to be taught by the head 
e house.” And the other was Luther’s great ac- 
lishment in the translation of the Bible into the 
1age the people understood. Both of these are still 
factors in the Lutheran Church being a teaching 
-h. Both are receiving continued emphasis in the 
ran Church. There is no question of the impor- 
_of the Catechism as a means for teaching the great 
sal truths necessary for salvation; nor of the im- 
‘nce of the Bible being presented in a language 
ean be understood by children and adults alike. 
e efforts of our church and its boards in the pub- 
ag of Sunday school materials adaptable to children 
urious age levels point to this aim and purpose. 


teach the gospel truths effectively is the ‘basic re- 
ibility of the church. And if our church puts forth 
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By Soren S. Kaldahl 


its efforts in fulfilling the great commission, it becomes 
and remains a teaching church, and will continue to live 
up to the heritage and spirit of the Reformation, and 
also to the spirit of its Lord and Savior, Who was the 
Master Teacher of the ages. 


The ministry of teaching in a parish will center large- 
ly in the Sunday service, the confirmation class room, 
and the church school. In all these the pastor carries a 
great and important responsibility. 


The opportunity for teaching in the pulpit is a most 
important one. The sermon will inspire, challenge, and 
comfort. It will and must also educate in the truths of 
the gospel pertaining unto salvation, if it is to serve its 
purpose in the life of the church. 


Likewise a wonderful opportunity for teaching on the 
part of the pastor is given in the confirmation class 
room. Every pastor, who makes use of effective teaching 
in the confirmation class, will be a blessing to the youth 
of the Lutheran Church for its eternal salvation. 


It may be truthfully said that it is in the church 
school that the Lutheran Church meets its greatest chal- 
lenge in realizing its teaching ministry. Here is given an 
opportunity to our lay people to share in this great task, 
and thus fulfill their priestly duties within the church. 
Here is given the opportunity for the church to teach 
its membership from early childhood to the very aged 
adult. The aim and purpose of the teaching ministry is 
to teach for all life. May our church seize the oppor- 
tunity given to it in the church school for the realization 
of its teaching ministry. In proportion as it does, the Lu- 
theran Church will continue to be a Teaching Church. 


LOVE IS NOT ENOUGH 
(Continued from page 4) 


tern, the teacher will approve of them 
and love them. 

We love imperfectly because we 
cannot love completely. It is easy to 
love the children who are docile and 
compliant, who are easy to manage 
and teach. But what of the problem 
child, the recalcitrant, the mischief- 
maker who has to attract attention 
whether it nets rewards or punish- 
ment? To love completely is to show 
acceptance, This means to show the 
child that we love him no matter 
what he does, and to understand why 
he acts as he does. We don’t need to 
pass judgment on him, to blame or 
condemn him. He will do that himself, 
much more effectively than we. If we 
don’t believe this, then we don’t really 
trust in the power of the Holy Spirit 
to work through the conscience of the 
child. To show acceptance of the child 
means more than to tolerate him, it 
means to open our mind’s door and 
our heart’s door and let him in. It 
means to draw the circle around him, 
not in front of him. One of the cruel- 
est things a mother can say to a child, 
a teacher to a pupil, is “mother can’t 
love you anymore if you do that,” 
and “you can’t be in our class if you 
act that way—we just want good little 
girls and boys.” “Don’t we, children?” 
“Yes teacher’ sugars the class—and 
the little black soul is shoved outside 
the circle. Dr. Laubach, leader of the 
World Literacy movement, and in- 
strumental in helping millions to read, 
was visited by one of his reader 
teachers who returned from an un- 
successful attempt to teach. The teach- 
er was complaining about some 
‘numbskull” who couldn’t learn to 
read. “Of course he can’t,” said Dr. 
Laubach, “you don’t love him.” 

Why, incidentally, do we ever need 
to punish? Mostly it’s because of 
anger, and anger usually indicates in- 
adequacy and helplessness in a situa- 
tion, rarely is it “righteous anger.” 
Better say we “muffed our chance,” 
and failed to understand. If the child 
marks a big cross over the face of the 
picture of Jesus—to test us out, can 
we still show acceptance? It is more 
than likely a bid for the attention 
which we have withheld by ignoring 
him. Do we understand that when a 
child begins to draw devils instead of 
angels, that he is getting out some 
feelings which we ourselves may have 
caused? Let us check ourselves be- 
fore descending upon the unhappy 
child, it may be our own behavior and 
intolerant heart has called out that 
devil, and we really created the in- 
cident, by making the child feel un- 
wanted. Love means acceptance, but— 
love is not enough. 

Maybe the sad truth is we aren’t 
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able to truly love. This may be be- 
cause we really don’t trust people. 
Perhaps we got hurt once, so we've 
decided never to let people get close 
to us again. Therefore we don’t permit 
ourselves to get too involved in loving 
anyone. The truth is we are going 
through a hardening process, and in 
place of a heart, we will have a dried 
up old peach pit. We are very proper 
though, and do all the expected things 
—we give valentines and a little book- 
mark with a lily on it or a chocolate 


egg for Easter. But we can’t give a 


generous lap to that sobbing child or 
whisper to him words that need no 
language. 


If our love were not so imperfect, 
we wouldn’t have all the problems 
which are common to Sunday school 
teachers. What about the streak of 
sarcasm which results in clever sharp 
little speeches, or the kind of joking 
which carries a small merciless barb 
with which to wound the victim, or 
the hostility which means watered- 
down hate—(the chip on the shoulder) 
which can almost, but not quite, be 
covered up? There is also that which 
poses as self-denying love, which is 
really self-hate, self-rejection of the 
one for whom Christ also died. 


Love—what there is left to present 
of our shivering miserable love—is 
not alone enough to make us good 
Sunday school teachers. 


Faith and hope were mentioned as 
the other two great essentials in the 
equipment of a Christian worker. 
Seeking to understand the nature of 
faith, we think of Heb. 11:1: “Faith 
means the assurance of what we hope 
for, it is our conviction about things 
that we cannot see.” Faith enables us 
to catch the vision and see the plan of 
God in its long-range universal di- 
mensions, and work toward its realiz- 
ation with confidence. Faith helps us 
to believe, like Abraham, who was a 
stranger in the land, to give ourselves 
confidently to God, and to go forward 
courageously in the way he makes 
plain. Faith helps us, like Noah with 
the ark to employ the knowledge of 
this world to work out the revelation 
of the next. With faith always must 
come preparedness, readiness, activi- 
ties. It is not a state of passivity. We 
read of the shield of faith (Eph. 
6:16), the breastplate of faith (1 Thess. 
5:8) the good fight of faith (1 Tim. 
6:12), all fighting words. . Sunday 
school teachers need to reflect also on 
the patience of faith (2 Thess. 1:4), 
and the unity of faith (Eph. 4:16), the 
molding, integrating power of a be- 
lief which can change attitudes even 
as it made of Abel’s a more perfect 
offering than Cain’s, and indeed, apart 
from such faith it is impvssible to 
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please God. Faith does not run on 
time schedule, it is not limited 4 
measurements in time, and knows | 
ceiling. Faith soars and believes thd 
is no impossible. Faith must be star 


Hope is of lighter substance 
faith, Have you noticed it is of 
coupled with, but follows after, fa 
I think maybe it is our airbo 
equipment, and to me there is } 
more glorious picture than that of: 
airborne faith. Hope is the wings: 
the unconquerable faith. Faith relea) 
the arrow, but hope gives it flight 
think hope is like a Winged Vic 0. 
clear-eyed, expectant, confident. It 
an attitude without overtones, sim 
and uncomplicated as a child. Hd 
is not frenzied, restless or anxicy 
The Goodspeed translation has f 
“that we wait persistently for that § 
see not.” (Rom. 8:25) If we as team 
ers had more of this hope we wo: 
be better able to pass it on, for hi 
isn’t taught—it is caught. i 


-ard equipment for teachers. 
i 
Y 


ai | 

A lesson guide on the approach} i 
teaching was left by Jesus at the 
of Galilee one early gray mo 
when he had prepared breakfast | 
the disciple fishermen, (John 21) 4 
know we have all felt for Peter as i 
Lord three times questioned 1, 
about that which was truly the mj 
consuming interest in Peter’s life | 
relationship to Jesus. The questioi 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou ni), 
With each answer Peter was giver 
commission by the Lord, you remeé} 
ber the three-fold assignment, “Fd. 
my lambs, tend my sheep, feed © 
sheep.” 

It seems to me we have he ef 
guide to three levels of service, th} 
ways of working, three patterns | 
love and Christian philosophy: | 

(1) The dutiful teaching—consist}) 
of feeding, offering nurture, the ful! 
tion of furnishing something whichf 
essential, with the teacher as a chal 
nel through which may flow the 
quirements for nourishment in CH 
tian growth. This may become qu |’ 
routine in nature. y 

(2) The teacher-satisfying type 
teaching—the tending, taking care fi 
applying self to the duties of shi 
herding, guiding, guarding, helpi 
This also the ministering, the cultivi 
ing, tilling service, devoting of ti 
and thought with zealousness. \ 
is a moving toward the pupil in if 
type of teaching and so it becort 
very satisfying, like the consciousnf 
of doing a thoroughly good job. 
still the satisfactions may lie chie 
in doing the job thoroughly and wi) 
more than for the ultimate effect) 
may have on the object of the care ‘ 


(Continued on page 13) 
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News From the Field of Parish Education 


most important event of this 
m the field of Christian Parish 
tion in America was the 23rd 

tional Sunday School Conven- 
feld in Cleveland, Ohio, Aug. 27- 
here were more than 7,000 dele- 

or church school leaders and 
vers in attendance. These came 
ly from United States and Can- 
with a few from England, Latin 
rica, Philippines, Japan, and even 
‘rom Egypt. 


& theme for the convention was 
ze and Church—Teach Christ 
” And the key Scripture was,— 

every day in the temple and at 
| they did not cease teaching and 
lhing Jesus as the Christ.” Acts 


mre were eight plenary sessions, 
m were held in the Cleveland 
»c Auditorium. There were about 

terest Groups or Study Groups, 
1 touched upon the many varied 
+s and problems of church school 
. There were three two-hour 
ens given to these interest groups. 

delegate had the privilege of 
cing the interest group he would 
co attend. 


interesting phase of the conven- 
was the great exhibit on the 
ruent floor of the auditorium 
enting all the Christian denom- 
»ns of our country as well as pri- 
organizations or business estab- 
ents which produce materials 
ksary and useable in the field of 
% education. A visit to such an 
sit gives an idea of the great and 
fforts put forth by the Christian 
thes of America in producing and 
sshing materials individually or 
“y for church school work. As a 
of such a visit it can be said, 
church schools do not have re- 
in their labors, it is not due to 
materials which are being pro- 
and offered to the church 
“ls of our country. The reason 
be found elsewhere. 


DENOMINATIONAL MEETINGS 


re held at the Internationa] Sun- 
Ly School Convention too. The Lu- 
rans met in three intersynodical 
sions, There were representa- 
yes from most of the National 
mtheran Council churches coming 

Canada, United States and 


o afternoon sessions were ar- 
ged for study and discussion of 


problems in the field of Lutheran 
church school work. Each session 
began with a very worthwhile 
study given by Dr. J. Milton, Protes- 
sor of Old Testament at Luther 
‘Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. He lec- 
tured on the subjects, “What the 
Bible Says about Teaching,” and 
“What the Bible says about Reach- 
ing.” 


The third all-Lutheran session 
was an inspirational service at Car- 
ter Hotel to which the churches of 
the Cleveland area had been invit- 
ed. On the program were two se- 
lections sung by a mass choir re- 
presenting the Cleveland churches. 
The address was given by Mrs. 
Clarence Youngdahl Nelson of 
Washington, D. C. Her address was 
a timely one on the subject of 
“This Hungry World” as it chal- 
lenges the Lutheran church school 
leaders and workers of our country. 


There was one session given to 
denominational meetings of the Lu- 
theran synods _ represented,—the 
United Lutheran Church, the Au- 
gustana Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, and the American Luther- 
an Church. Representatives from 
the ELC and UELC joined with the 
American Lutheran group in their 
session. Dr. Wm. Streng of the 
Wartburg Lutheran Seminary of 
Dubuque, Iowa, lectured on_ the 
strong and weak points in our Lu- 
theran Christian Education pro- 
gram. The remaining part of this 
session was given to plans and pro- 
grams of the American Lutheran 
Church, which also applies to a 
great extent to other Lutheran 
bodies. 


A CURRICULUM STUDY. Since 
some of our church schools are using 
the ELC Augsburg Graded Sunday 
School Series as well as their Bible 
School Series, it will be of interest 
to know that the board and staff of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church is 
at present making an intensive study 
of whether to revise the present ser- 
ies or to produce an entire new one. 
Dr. Carl B. Narveson has been granted 
a two year leave of absence from his 
teaching duties at Moorhead Lutheran 
College to conduct this study. It will 
be interesting to follow the develop- 
ments in this study in the field of 
Lutheran Parish Education. 


JOINT TEACHERS INSTITUTES. 
Plans are being made by our board 
and the staff of the American Lu- 
theran Church to have joint Sun- 


day school teachers’ institutes next 
year. Pastor S. S. Kaldahl of our 
board and Dr. Vogeley, director of 
the A. L. C. board made prelimi- 
nary plans for such institutes at the 
Cleveland convention in July. The 
plan is to have such an institute at 
Dana College next June for our 
Iowa and Nebraska districts and 
for the Central District of ALC, 
which will also take in the state of 
Iowa. Other institutes will be held 
at other places at various dates 
during the summer and fall. Since 
more and more of our church schools 
are uSing the American Uniform 
Sunday School Series, we know 
these joint institutes will prove to 
be very worthwhile for our church 
school teachers. 


SOME STATISTICS. These statis- 
tics were released at the Cleveland 
convention for an average week in 
America (Canada and U.S.A. in 1954): 
— 82,500 babies are born, 32,400 new 
homes are established, 200,000 fam- 
ilies move to another community, 12,- 
000 new Sunday school teachers are 
needed. In United States these statis- 
tical facts: — April 1, 1955, there 
were 14 million more children under 
10 years of age than on April 1, 1940; 
Children under 5 years of age num- 
bered 18, 151,000 as of May 1, 1955; 
Each year 400,000 new classes full of 
children are born (who will plan for 
them and teach them); and there are 
millions of young families with sev- 
eral children and young parents seek- 
ing help. Some U.S. A. population in- 
creases by states (April 1950—Jan. 
1955): Nevada 40%, Arizona 36.3%, 
Florida 31.2%, Calif. 21.9%, Delaware 
17.2% and New Mexico 16.4%. Then 
compare states where the churches 
are most numerous — Wisconsin 4.3%, 
Minnesota 4.7%, Nebraska 3.5%, N. 
Dakota 3.0% and Iowa .87%. This 
shows which states need special atten- 
tion from point of view of church 
school work. Another statistic which 
challenges our church school is the 
one pertaining to the present life 
span, which in 1954 for women was 
72.7 years and for men 67.2. The num- 
ber of older adults is increasing great- 
ly from year to year. The church is 
to teach for all of life, which calls for 
more adult classes and more teachers 
to teach. these. 


NEW CATECHISM VERSION. 
‘The intersynodical committee, 
which will work with the possibili- 
ty of a new version of Luther’s 
Small Catechism, will meet in Chi- 

(Continued on page 8) 


NEW CATEHISM VERSION 
(Continued from page 7) 


cago some time in September to 


work out procedures in the realiza- 
tion of this task. Pastor S. S. Kal- 
dahl will represent our board on 
this committee. 


NEW TEACHER TRAINING 
COURSE. The new ELC Teacher 
Training Course prepared and made 
available for 1955-1956 presents a 
study in Foreign Missions. Like the 
other previous courses it is a ten les- 
son course for the purpose, as stated 
by the author, Dr. Andrew Burgess, of 
arousing interest and zeal for the fur- 
therance of the gospel in the world 
today. An entire lesson is given to 
the Colombia field in South America 
in which our synod is cooperating. 


CONVENTION NOTICE 


THE MINNESOTA DISTRICT 
CONVENTION 


The 59th annual convention of the 
Minnesota District of the U.E.L.C. will 
be held at Geneva, Minnesota upon 
invitation from the Community Lu- 
theran Church of Geneva, J.E. Ander- 
sen, Pastor, from October 6-9, 1955. 

Congregations within this district 
are urged to send delegates to the con- 
vention and all pastors are expected 
to be present. 


The convention theme will be “Our 
Christian Calling.’ The book of 1 
Peter will be the scriptural basis for 
the convention meditations. 


N. B. ‘Hansen, President 
Armin Hellpap, Secretary 


W.M.S. NOTICE 


The Minnesota District 'W.M.S. will 
conduct its annual business meeting 
on Friday afternoon from 3-5 p.m, 
October 9, 1955. The Friday evening 
meeting will be in charge of the 
W.M.S. Miss Margaret Nissen will be 
the evening speaker. All WJM.S. organ- 
izations are asked to send delegates. 


Mrs. John Larson, President 
Mrs. J. E. Andersen, Secretary 


The Community Lutheran Church, 
Geneva, Minnesota, extends a cordial 
invitation to pastors, delegates and 
friends of the Minnesota District to be 
its guests during the District Con- 
vention, October 6 to 9, 1955. Lodging 
and (breakfast will be provided in the 
homes. The other meals will be served 
in the church’s social hall. Send your 
reservations to Community Lutheran 
Church, J. E. Andersen, Pastor, Gen- 
eva, Minnesota. 


Chris J. Wayne, President 
Thorvald Sholdan, Secretary 
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Ye Shall Be Witnesses Unto Me 


Every believer should feel the responsibility and value the privile| 
of witnessing for Christ. 1 

Once a friend said to Frances Ridley Havergal—she who has givi| 
us such priceless hymns as “I Gave Myself for Thee”—“I might have b i 
yours.” When Miss Havergal did not understand, the friend explained, |} 

“TI knew you were a Christian. I waited and waited for you to sper 
to me about your Savior. I longed to know Him as my own and wishj, 
desperately that you would tell me of Him, but you didn’t. Thank Gd 
someone else did—and I found Him—but you could have shown me ty} 
way. I might have been won by you.” | 


Perhaps it. was such an experience that prompted her to write tl], 


poem: { 
Have you not a word for Jesus? not a word to say for Him? | 
He is listening through the chorus of the burning seraphim! 

He is listening; does He hear you speaking of the things of earth, 
Only of its passing pleasure, selfish sorrow, empty mirth? 

He has spoken words of blessing, pardon, peace and love to you, | 
Glorious hopes and gracious comfort, strong and tender, sweet and true;t 
Does He hear you telling others something of His love untold, 
Overflowings of thanksgiving for His mercies manifold? 


Have you not a word for Jesus? Will the world His praise proclaim? 
Who shall speak if ye are silent? ye who know and love His name. 
You, whom He hath called and chosen His own witnesses to be, 

Will you tell your gracious Master, ‘Lord we cannot speak for Thee’? 
‘Cannot!’ though He suffered for you, died because He loved you so! 
‘Cannot!’ though He has forgiven, making scarlet white as snow! 
‘Cannot!’ though His grace abounding is your freely promised aid! 
‘Cannot!’ though He stands beside you, though He says: ‘Be not afraid! 


What shall be our word for Jesus? Master, give it day by day; 

Ever as the need arises, teach Thy children what to say. 

Give us holy love and patience; grant us deep humility, 

That of self we may be emptied, and our hearts be full of Thee; 
Give us zeal and faith and fervour, make us winning, make us wise, 
Single-hearted, strong and fearless,—Thou hast called us, we will rise! 
Let the might of Thy good Spirit go with every loving word; 

And by hearts prepared and opened be our message always heard! 


Yes, we have a word for Jesus! Living echoes we will be 

Of thine own sweet words of blessing, of Thy gracious ‘Come to Me.’ 
Jesus Master! yes, we love Thee, and to prove our love, would lay 
Fruit of lips which Thou wilt open, at Thy blessed feet today. 

Many an effort it may cost us, many a heart-beat, many a fear, 

But Thou knowest, and wilt strengthen, and Thy help is always near. 
Give us grace to follow fully, vanquishing our faithless shame, 
Feebly it may be but truly, witnessing for Thy dear Name. 


Yes, we have a word for Jesus! we will bravely speak for Thee, 

And Thy bold and faithful soldiers, Savior, we would henceforth be: 
In Thy name set up our banners, while Thine own shall wave above, 
With Thy crimson Name of Mercy, and Thy golden Name of Love. 
Help us lovingly to labor, looking for Thy present smile, 
Looking for Thy promised blessing, through the brightening ‘little whik 
Words for Thee in weakness spoken, Thou wilt here accept and own, 
And confess them in Thy glory, when we see Thee on Thy throne. 
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YALL I FORCE MY CHILD TO GO 
| TO SUNDAY SCHOOL AND 
CHURCH 
es, definitely! 
itartled? Why? How do you answer 
y when she comes to the break- 
. table and announces, “I’m not go- 
to school today!” You know, Lucy 
low do you answer when Lucy 
mes in dirty and says, “I’m not go- 
| to take a bath!” You know, Lucy 
es. 
flow do you answer when Lucy, 
matened with illness says, “I’m not 
og to take that medicine!” You 
bw, she takes it. 
Why all this timidity, then, in the 
Im of spiritual guidance and moral 
ining? Going to wait and let her 
iide what church she’ll go to when 
’s old enough? Don’t fool yourself. 
that time she’ll probably believe 
t a decision neglected by her par- 
ks during her first twenty years 
mht not be necessary at all. You 
’t wait until she was ‘old enough” 
ndecide she would go to school. 
Afraid she’ll later succumb to the 
story about “...too much religion 
cen I was young...parents made 
go?” This tale is obviously false. 
st because she takes a bath tonight 
=sn’t mean she’ll discontinue them 
;age twenty-one. 
MVhat shell I say to Lucy when she 
mounces she doesn’t like Sunday 
(Continued on page 13) 
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LUTHERANS TEACH 


Luther had come to a deep con- 
viction that a man is saved only by a 
relationship of faith to Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour. The heart of the 
Gospel was the basis of his teaching; 
and he considered teaching one of the 
finest processes through which that 
Gospel could be communicated toman. 

Jesus Christ was the center, the 
theme, and the foundation of all his 
teachings. Luther had found the Gos- 
pel in the Scriptures. The opportunity 
to study and learn the ‘Scriptures had 
produced his long-awaited faith. Thus 
it was inevitable, as he sought to 
share his faith, that he should also 
think of sharing the means. 

That is the root of Protestant in- 
sistence on every man’s study of the 
Word of God. Where should it be 
more apparent than in the Lutheran 
church? 

Let every man study the Word of 
God. Let every man, woman, and 
child have the fullest opportunity to 
the greatest knowledge and under- 
standing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 
In these uncertain days and a world 
fraught with sinful desires it becomes 
more imperative than ever. 

How well do Lutherans teach? How 
adequately? How fully do we use all 
our opportunities?—-Do we limit it to 
a scant half hour once a week—as 
compared with the half dozen hours 

(Continued on page 13) 


MY CHURCH CALLS ME 
Jesus gives me an opportunity to 
show my love to Him. Through His 
church, He has called me to teach his 
people: 
—little tots who do not know Him; 
—boys and girls who do not under- 
stand Him; 
—young people who disregard Him; 
—men and women who have yet so 
much to learn! 


So I pray—and prayerfully sing 
(Hymnal No. 230: 


Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone; 

As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 
Thy erring children lost and lone. 


© lead me, Lord, that I may lead 
The wand’ring and the waving 
feet; 
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed 
Thy hungering ones with manna 
sweet. 


O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The precious things Thou dost im- 
part; 
And wing my words, that they may 
reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart. 


O fill me with Thy fulness, Lord, 
Until my very heart o’erflow, 

In kindling thought and glowing word, 
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show. 
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PARISH EDUCATION MONTH 


INTERSYNODICAL THEME: “MY CHURCH...A TEACHING CHURCH” 


MATERIALS AVAILABLE 


Recognition Folder: “My Church... A Teaching Church” 40c per dozen, 


$3.00 per 100 


May be presented to church school workers on Installation Sunday 
Parish Education Leaflets (For general distribution.) 90c per 100 


(1) “I Have Something to Tell You” 

(2) “What the Bible Says About Teaching” 
(3) “Luther and Teaching” 

(4) “Christ the Master Teacher” 


Order from Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska 


Poster: “My Church... A Teaching Church” 


Copies have been mailed to pastors, Sunday school superintendents 


and parish workers. 
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INTO HIS WORD 


A Study of the Book of AMOS 
By John W. Nielsen 


Read: Amos 3 


Having already announced his initial indictment 
against Israel and suggested the manner of her punish- 
ment, Amos, at God’s command, more clearly describes 
her fate in the chapters that follow. Again God reminds 
the people of His special favor to them and implies that 
although Israel shall be the first to suffer, Judah is not 
immune for in His eyes they are still one people, one 
family. No other nation had ever experienced so di- 
rectly God’s providence, and just because God had de- 
livered them from Egypt and had blessed them and had 
revealed Himself to them, their guilt was the greater. 
They had spurned His love and mercy and now must 
answer for their sin. 

That which was true for Israel is still true, and we 
who have experienced the cross, who know Christ Je- 
sus, and who possess His Word cannot despise and ig- 
nore such love without even greater condemnation. 


There is a real principle of cause and effect working 
in the world. This principle that “whatever a man sows, 
that he will also reap,” is stressed in vv. 3-8. Two men 
do not go on a journey together except they first make 
plans. The lion does not roar on the hunt until it has 
spotted its prey. The young lion withholds its roar until 
its parent brings it food. A bird is not trapped unless 
someone sets the trap, and the trap is not sprung unless 
something springs it. When the alarm sounds, people are 
frightened; when punishment befalls a city, it comes 
from God. And it is this that God is emphasizing 
through Amos. It is He who is about to punish them for 
their sin. It is not misfortune or poor planning or his- 
torical circumstances. It is the God who will not be 
mocked. He has made known His terrifying message, 
and the prophet must declare it. 


In vy. 9-11 the heathen nations are summoned to be- 
hold Israel’s sin and her punishment. It is as though 
they were invited to take seats on the mountains of Sa- 
maria that formed a natural amphitheater about the 
vale in which the Northern Kingdom’s capital was lo- 
cated. There from their point of vantage they could be- 
hold the tragedy enacting itself upon the stage of Sa- 
maria below. And it was a tragedy for it involved the 
destruction of a favored people who should have 
flourished but who had forsaken the Living God. That 
God now declares that “they do not know how to do 
right,” and therefore they will be destroyed by an ene- 
my who will surround, break down, and plunder. Their 
destruction will be as complete as that of the lamb slain 
by a marauding lion of which Amos or some other shep- 
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herd found only a pair of legs or a piece of ear by which 
to identify it. In the same manner Israel would be de-) 
stroyed. q 
In that day of doom anishivent would begin at Isra-) 
el’s religious shrines for it was her idolatry that had 
sulted in her immorality and injustice. 
truth of this situation must not escape us for the pri 
ciple still stands that beneath every social evil there ex-} 
ists faithlessness to God. This was vividly demonstrated) 
in Nazi Germany, and it pertains also to the immorality) 
of the United States and the injustices of the Soviet 
Union, a fact which should give us pause even as young: 
people. Our morality must be grounded in Christ, or our} 
immorality will be a denial of Him. God's holiness i 


“horns” symbolical of the power of the deity worshiped 
These horns would be cut off the altars of idolatry at} 
Bethel for the gods that Israel-worshiped were no gods! 
and could not save her. ‘ | 

From the religious shrines destruction would sweep. 
on to the extravagant houses of the rich, whose greed, | 
next to the faithlessness of the nation, was responsible 
for the injustices that were bringing disaster upon} 
the Northern Kingdom. Israel had sown the wind; now! 
she must reap the whirlwind. ; 


WHO WENT WHERE? 


During the summer many of us went on trips. The 
men and women of the Bible also traveled. See whether | 
you can match correctly the following Bible characters | 
with the places they visited. 


1. Abraham a. Bethel 

2. Barnabas b. Caesarea 

3. Elijah c. Cyprus 

4. Jacob d. Damascus 

5. John e. Egypt 

6. Jonah f. Midian 

7. Moses g. Moab 

8. Naomi h. Nineveh ‘ 
9. Paul i. Patmos 
10. Peter j. Philippi | 
11. Samson k. Timnah 
12. Silas 1. Zarephath i 

KEY: 1-e, 2-c, 3-1, 4-a, 5-i, 6-h, 7-f, 8-g, 9-d, 10-b, 11-k, 


12-}. | 
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ZZLED?... 


iveryone is puzzled about something. We are all look- 

for answers to one question or another. Maybe it’s 
ut our Christian life—our hidden doubts and secret 
rs and tests of faith. Maybe it’s about our life with 
ers—our parents, the kids in school, the gang we run 
und with, or the fellow or girl that we date. Maybe 
about our Luther League—the programs, the socials, 
just plain wondering what will make it click. Maybe 
about the meaning of a Bible verse or of a Lutheran 
trine. Maybe it’s something altogether different. But 
atever it is, if we would only ask the questions, 
mces are we would not only find the answers for our- 
ves but we would help someone else too. 


3ecause this is the case, we would like to begin a 
umn in our youth section called, “Leaguers Are Ask- 
.’ But to have such a column we need your questions. 
id them to the youth editor. He will arrange a panel 
answer them. Sometimes they will be answered by a 
tor, sometimes by a parent, sometimes by another 
person, and sometimes by a fellow leaguer. So now, 
at are the questions you are asking? What is it that 
1 are puzzled about...or aren’t you? If not, then you 
1 better be on our answering panel! J.W.N. 


4ife is not done, and our Christian character is not 
n, so long as God has anything left for us to suffer or 
do. —F. W. Robertson 
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THE HYMNS YOUTH LOVES TO SING 
With Albert Lea joining Northfield in the Hymn Poll 
“Beautiful Saviour” has taken a commanding lead, and 


_the first changes have occurred. Five of the hymns are 


listed again, and five new ones appear. A total of 37 bal- 
lots has been cast. 
1. Beautiful Saviour (19) 
. Holy, Holy, Holy (9) 
3. The Old Rugged Cross (9) 
. Just As I Am (8) 
. Rock Of Ages (7) 
. A Mighty Fortress (6) 
. Built On The Rock (6) 
Faith Of Our Fathers (6) 
Onward, Christian Soldiers (6) 
. Praise To The Lord (6) 

Who will be the next Luther League to report? Re- 
member the rules: 1) At some Luther League meeting 
have each leaguer list the five hymns he would like 
most to have sung at church during this season of the 
church year. 2) Have someone, perhaps the secretary, 
compile the results. 3) Send the complete results, even 
though many hymns will have only a single vote, to 
Hymn Poll, c/o Rev. John W. Nielsen, 316 N. Plum St., 
Northfield, Minnesota. 4) Be sure to include the name 
of your church and the number of leaguers voting. 5) 
The current tabulations will continue until November 1 
when a new poll will begin and your league can make 
another entry. 
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What We Teenagers Think of Our Superiors 


By Margaret Nielsen 


A teenager is a person who tries to act grown-up but 
1 thinks in a childish manner. Because of this our 
ughts are rather hard to describe. 


Dur thoughts of our superiors change with our moods. 
we are in a critical mood, we will criticize every- 
ng our parents, teachers, and leaders do and say. If 
are in an inferior mood, we think that our teachers 
» picking on us. We think you have something against 
and that you don’t understand us. If we are in a 
sy mood, well, you know what happens then. We may 
, things that we are immediately sorry for, but we 
not willing to admit it or to apologize. 


‘hen there are times when we teenagers think we 
yw everything. At such times it is awfully hard to ac- 
t guidance and advice from you, our superiors. But 
en this mood passes, we realize that you know a lot 


more and have had more experience than we, and that 
you only have our good and our welfare at heart. We 
then are willing to accept your guidance and advice. 


In our serious moments we are grateful to God for 
you, our parents, pastors, teachers, counselors, and lead- 
ers, and we appreciate everything you do for us. So 
don’t feel bad or get discouraged if you seem to be get- 
ting nowhere with us teenagers in Luther League, 
Bible Class, or in other work, because you are doing 
more for us than you realize and than we indicate to 
you in your presence. When we are alone, we thank 
God many times for what you are doing for us and pray 
that He will bless you. 


Editor’s note: Margaret is a high school junior and a 
member of Trinity Luther League, Albert Lea, Min- 
nesota. 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 
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EVENTIDE PRAYER 


The day is over with its lights and 
shadows 

The vespertide shines tranquil in the 
West, 

Then turn me, O my soul, from things 
created 

Unto thy rest... 


From vanities, and falls, and faint en- 
deavours, 

(Through ‘which, O Lord, Thou know’st 
I love Thee still), 

The homage of a tired mind I bring 
Thee, 

And steadfast will... 


With all within me that I shrink from 
telling, 

I yet beneath Thy pitying gaze can 
stand; 

Stretch o’er me, Lord, for healing and 
for blessing, 

Thy pierced hand... 


Hide me as the long night draws ever 
nearer 

With every hour of this life’s lessen- 
ing span, 


For Thou hast tasted death, Immortal 
Saviour, 

For every man... 

Lighten all darkness of the flesh and 


spirit, 

Keep me from fears and perils of the 
night, 

Who, of this world and the Golden 
City, 


Art the true Light... 


Thou, Who dost give Thy very Self, 
Lord Jesus, 

For Food to those 1..at seek the things 
above, 

What less than self-surrender dare I 
offer 

Thine awful love. . 


With Angels and Archangels and Blest 
Spirits, 
Who to the Triune God their hymns 
address, 
I praise Thee and adore, in solemn 
gladness 
Thy Holiness... 
“Parish Review,” St. Stephens, 
Rochester Row 


WPA LBA ILN I BVA INA PAPI IND AORN GINA On INI 0 GIN, 


BIBLE MEASUREMENTS 
An omer was 6 pints. 
A gerah was one cent. 
A farthing was 38 cents. 
A shekel of silver was about 50 cents. 
A shekel of gold was $8. 
A talent of silver was $538.30. 
A talent of gold was $13,809. 
A cubit was nearly 22 inches. 
A hin was a gallon and 2 pints. 
A mite was less than a quarter of a 
cent. 
A piece of silver, or a penny, was 13 
cents. 
A day’s journey was about 23 1/5 
miles. 
A Sabbath day’s journey was about an 
English mile. 
—World Evangel. 


OUTREACH 


What do you think about and talk 
about? The same things you thought 
about and talked about in a thousand 
yesterdays? Ever reach out mentally 
for different ideas, new motives, 
higher ideals? Would you live all 
years in one suit or dress? Well, that 
is what a lot of us do in our minds. 

There is so much to take an interest 
in. There are so many things to know 
and do. I pity the man or woman who 


gets into a deep rut of indifference to 
betterment. Ruts become graves if we 


‘stay in them long enough. 


We must guard against being smug- 
ly satisfied with what we are and 
what we have done. We must grow. 
We are so small and life is so big. 

Circle C. Chats. 


ROCK OF AGES 


This beautiful hymn, which is found 
in nearly every hymnbook in the Eng- 
lish language, was written by Augus- 
tus M. Toplady in 1776. The author 
was the son of an English military of- 
ficer and was educated at the Uni- 
versity of Dublin Ireland. He was con- 
verted to the Lord through the preach- 
ing of a layman at a gathering of a 
small number of people in a barn in 
an “obscure part of Ireland.” 

This was the favorite song of Prince 
Albert Edward, the husband of Queen 
Victoria. In his last moments he re- 
peated it again and again. “I have had 
riches and honor,” he said, “but what 
could it help me now if I had nothing 
else.” Then he added: 

“Nothing in my hand I bring; 
Simply to Thy cross I cling.” 

When the great «statesman, Glad- 

stone, lay dying, he asked those about 


him to sing; and when they askeog 
him what they should sing, he whis‘f 
pered: “Rock of Ages, cleft for me.” ] 

—Selectedi 


AN ORDINARY DAY 


Today was just an ordinary day, 
I went about my tasks the usual way,¢ 
The path was one that I often trod, # 
But, oh, the difference—now I walkf 
with God! 
Today was just an ordinary day, 
And nothing special happened on the 
way, | 
But, oh, the inner joy you didn’t see, 
Now that I know my Saviour walks 
with me! 
Today was just an ordinary day, 
The usual work, and then a bit o 
play, | 
But, oh, the sense of peace at even- 
tide j 
To know that God and I walked side} 


by side! f 
—Helen Lowrie.} 


COMPROMISE 


This story is going around Europe. 
A hunter went out with a long-range! 
rifle and came upon a huge bear. The 
bear was not as well-armed, but hei 
had claws and wit. So he asked thef 
hunter, “What are you looking for?” 
Said the hunter, “I want to get my-? 
self a fur coat.” “Well,” said the bear,| 
‘I’m looking for my breakfast. Why 
not come around to my den, and we'll. 
talk it over.” 

The hunter and the bear sat down 
to work out an agreement. After a 
while the bear got up all alone. They 
had reached a compromise. The bear: 
had got his breakfast, and the hunter | 
had on his fur coat. 7 

—Worldover Press. | 
| 


CASUAL CASUALTY | 


A boy Scout Troop was being used 
as “guinea pigs” in a civil defense test’ 
in a Western city. The mock air-raid| 
was staged and the Scouts imperson- 
ated wounded persons who were to be 
picked up and cared for by members 
of the defense organization. 

One Scout was supposed to be on 
the ground and await his rescuers, but 
the first-aid people got behind sched- 
ule with their work and the Scout lay 
“wounded” for several hours. 

When the first-aid men finally ar- 
rived on the spot where the casualty 
was supposed to be , they found noth- 
ing but a penciled note: 

“Have bled to death and gone 
home.” 


—Wall Street Journal. 
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LOVE IS NOT ENOUGH 


(Continued from page 6) 


3) The student-centered teaching. 
This is the highest form of teaching. 
nding becomes fostering, cherishing, 
taining, and more. It includes pro- 
ting, moving forward to advance 
sther. It is past the self, forgetting the 
f, promoting at the expense of self 
even replacing self. This is a close 
ntification with the student. Some- 
ng of this same feeling made Paul 
, (Rom. 9:3) I could wish that I 
rself were accursed and cut off 
ym Christ for the sake of my fbreth- 
ia 


Which is the pattern for you? 


IV 


And now finally, a few test ques- 
ns for teachers: 


(1) How do you see yourself as a 
ycher, what image do you hold of 
urself? This is rather important, for 
you see yourself, so you will func- 
yn. Perhaps you think of yourself as 
lecturer, a helper who takes by the 
nd, a guide who goes ahead, a head- 
aster who lays down the law, a 
iritual mother, one who must at all 
sts be thought a friend. The farther 
ur self-image is from what you 
tually are, the greater problems you 
ill have, and your pupils also, who 
ed to know you for what you really 
e. You, yourself, can discover your 
lf-image, and if you are in the right 
le. 


(2) Can you identify your own per- 
nality needs? If the need to satisfy 
ese is stronger than the need to 
eet your students’ needs, then you 
mnot be a very effective teacher. 
.e. needs for power, glory, approval, 
be the star in the class.) 


(3) Can you wait—are you mature 
1ough as an individual to wait per- 
stently, or must you see blooms in 
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December? Sunday school teaching is 
not a hothouse job. 


(4) Can you communicate—Do you 
study through till you can say what 
you really think? Can you make con- 
tact with pupils? Can you set up a 
feeling of confidence with pupils? 


(5) Are you listening? Can you per- 
mit yourself to listen, rather than do 
all the talking? Have you learned to 
hear that which is omitted, as well 
as what is said? Do you know what 
your pupil really means when he uses 
“this is like unto” words? For in- 
stance, that a pain “in the tummy” 
might mean he’s frightened, uncertain. 


(6) Can you tolerate the feelings of 
the pupils? Can you permit a child to 
express in words—actions—drawings 
—how he feels about you and others? 


(7) Can you give respect to your 
pupils? Do you believe that each 
creature of God is entitled to your 
respect and has a dignity that you 
must not violate? That years, parent- 
hood, teaching, doesn’t vest you with 
a title to respect. 


(8) Do you dare to let the child 
think freely, and help him to think 
creatively? You of all people are in a 
most privileged position. Why are we 
sometimes afraid and doubt that the 
“sea will hold up?” 


The final test, of course, of our use- 
fulness as Sunday school teachers will 
come when we can translate our aims 
into practice. It may take all our lives 
and all our loving and praying to 
make us pure in heart and more per- 
fect in love: all our limited insight 
and a great deal of help from the 
Holy ‘Spirit to ‘bring together our 
teaching and the punils learning into 
a resulting faith; and all our strength 
to concentrate and consecrate our 
scattered sporadic efforts into a firm 
unshifting unshaken hope which will 
bring meaning into the lives of the 
pupils. All this by the grace and with 
the help of God, the great teacher, 
whose Love is enough. 


THE COURAGE OF HIS 


CONVICTIONS 
Weak-kneed principles always a- 
waken contempt. Harry (Shepler, a 


young man of whom the Sunday 
School Times tells, was in the signal 
service. Being ordered one morning to 
report for duty at the canteen, he re- 
fused to do so, and the sergeant 
threatenened to report him to the of- 
ficer of the day. 


“All right,” said Shepler, “go ahead. 
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I did not enlist to be a bartender, but 
a soldier, and I will not report at the 
canteen!” 


He was duly reported to the major, 
who sent for him. Shepler went with 
trembling ‘knees {but with a steady 
heart, for he knew he was right. The 
officer said to him: 


“Are you the young man who dis- 
obeyed orders this morning?” 


CNA She, 1 Shag” 
“Why did you do it?” 


“Simply because I do not believe it 
is right to do what I was asked to do. 
I enlisted to be a soldier and not a 
bartender.” 


The major arose quickly from his 
stool, and, extending his hand, said: 
“Shepler, you are the kind of man we 
want. I am glad to see a fellow who 
has the courage of his convictions. 
You are not obliged to report at the 
canteen.” 


The great need of the day is for 
men to have convictions founded up- 
on the Word of ‘God, and then to be 
true to those convictions. 


—Pastoral Call. 


SHALL I FORCE MY CHILD TO GO 
TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AND CHURCH 
(Continued from page 9) 


school and church? 
consistent. 


That’s easy. Be 


By firmness and example you can 
show her that churchgoing is a neces- 
sity. And in later years, she will thank 
you for bringing into her life the 
greatest values a mature person can 
possess—Christian habits and ideals. 


LUTHERANS TEACH 
(Continued from page 9) 


a day during which children and 
adults are exposed to _ television, 
comics, newspapers, and worldly in- 
terests, both good and bad? 


Have you considered Saturday class- 
es in your church? Are there evenings 
set aside for Bible study groups? How 
much time is spent at a Luther League 
or Ladies Aid meeting in actual study 
of the Scriptures? How fully develop- 
ed is your adult department of the 
Sunday School? How rapidly can you 
push your child through confirmation 
instruction, or how thoroughly do you 
want the confirmands to be instruct- 
ed? 


Lutherans teach. Can we boast of 
it? 
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A Road Built by 
Loving Hearts 

Robert Louis Stevenson lived much 
of his life among the Samoan island- 
ers. He loved them and they in turn 
came to know and love him. Lhey cut 
a road through the bush with much 
labor and toil so that their beloved 
story-teller could come and go un- 
hindered between his house in the 
woods and the beach. The road was 
called by Stevenson “The Road of the 
Loving Heart.” 

Fame, honor, wealth and the love of 
unnumbered hearts walked that road. 
At sunset there came along that road 
the “friendly helpers” in a foreign isle 
“to join with him and his family in 
the simple evening worship that bound 
them all together beneath the peace of 
his roof.” 

He could say that life had been 
kind to him in spite of his affliction. 
He had gotten what he asked for, 
“That he might awaken each day with 


morning face and morning heart, 
eager to labor, eager to be happy, if 
happiness should be his portion, and 
if the day were marked for sorrow, 
strong to endure it.” 


Thus he lived content until the Sa- 
moan chiefs carried him out along the 
“Road of the Loving Heart” to the 
crest of the hill that looks ever to the 
restless sea and the storm-swept reefs. 
There they laid his afflicted body to 
rest, and on the stone engraved his 
own sunny-hearted words: 


“Glad did I live and gladly die, 
And I laid me down with a will. 
Home is the sailor, home from the sea, 
a the hunter, home from the 
nN ee 


His last journey was by the “Road 
of the Loving Heart.” May it be our 
fortune to be carried along that road 
when we make our last journey. 


—Selected. 


al 
} 
Lord, Through Changing Days, 4 
Unchanging | 


Lord, through changing days, uncha 4 
ing, | 

Thou the Light our fathers knew; | 

Through our wid’ning ways, far rang 
ing, 

Let Thy splendor claim us too; 

Go beside us, Lead and guide us 

To whatever things are true. ‘ 


q 


4 
Be the path through vale, up mou 
tain, 


fhrough the cloud, or through F 
blue, oF 


By smooth field and silver fountai 
Or parched desert, struggled throu 
Hold before us, Kindle o’er us 
Whatsoever things are true. 


—Select 2 
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WS AND NOTES 


(Continued from page 2) 
ons, policies, and practices not in 
ord with Scripture,” it said, “also 
omes subject to the indictment of 
nans 16:17-18.” 


he resolution that will be acted 
yn at the recessed session of the 
‘vention next year is worded as 
OWS: 


Resolved that whereas the Luther- 
Church-Missouri Synod has creat- 
divisions and offenses by its offi- 
1 resolutions, policies and practices 
; in accord with Scripture, we, in 
sdience to the command of our 
rd in Romans 16:17-18, terminate 
- fellowship with the Lutheran 
urch-Missouri Synod.” 

The passage of Scripture referred to 
the resolution is: “Now I beseech 
1, brethren, mark them which cause 
risions and offences contrary to the 
strine which ye have learned; and 
xid them. For they that are such 
ve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
ir own belly; and by good words 
J fair speeches deceive the hearts 


the simple.” 
Among those who insisted that the 
ivention should ‘meet the issue 


w’ was Prof. Edmund C. Reim, 
ssident of the Synod’s Theological 
minary at Thiensville, Wis., and 
retary of its Church Union Com- 
ttee. He sulbmitted his resignation 
m both posts, but it was refused by 
> Synod. 

[The Praesidium of the Wisconsin 
nod was directed to make arrange- 
mts for the recessed session next 
ar and the Church Union Commit- 
> was instructed to evaluate any 
rther developments in the coming 
ar, for submission to the nine dis- 
cts of the Synod. 

Another resolution, asking prepara- 
mn of “a single, concise confession of 
r doctrine and practice in theses 
id antitheses pertinent to present- 
'y controversies,” was referred to a 
nodical committee composed of dis- 
ict presidents, heads of institutions 
id leaders of other boards. 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT TO MEET 


The Nebraska District Convention 
ill be held in Pella Lutheran Church, 
maha, Nebraska, September 15-18. 
1e Opening Service with Holy Com- 
union will be held on Thursday 
ening, September 15, at 8 o’clock. 
istor James W. Olsen, Lincoln, will 
ing the message. All congregations 
e urged to send delegates, one for 
ery 50 confirmed members. 

f. G. Christensen, District President 


A. L. Madsen, District Secretary 


Pella Evangelical Lutheran Congre- 
tion of Omaha, Nebraska extends a 
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cordial invitation to all pastors, dele- 
gates, members and friends of the 
‘Nebraska District to be our guests 
during the District Convention, Sep- 
tember 15-18. Free lodging and fbreak- 
fast will be provided in our homes. 
[Please send your reservations to Mr. 
‘Vernon Bertelsen, 3739 No. 40th Ave- 
nue, Omaha, Nebraska, before Sep-. 
tember 11th. 


M. G. (Christensen, Pastor 
L. E. Thorngren, Secretary 


THE NEBRASKA DISTRICT W.MLS. 


The annual meeting of the Women’s 
Missionary Society, Nebraska District, 
will be held in conjunction with the 
District Convention at Pella Lutheran 
Church, Omaha, Nebraska, September 
15-18, 1955. All local societies are 
urged to send delegates. Delegates to 
be elected by local societies in the 
ratio of one delegate for each fifteen 
members or fraction thereof. 


The business meeting will be held 
on Friday afternoon at 1:30. The mis- 
sionary program will be Friday even- 
ing at 8 o’clock. Margaret Nissen our 
missionary on the Sudan will be guest 
speaker. The W. M. S. breakfast will 
be ‘Saturday morning at 7:30, at which 
Margaret Nissen also will speak. 


THE IOWA DISTRICT CONVENTION 


The 58th Annual convention of the Iowa 
Dis+rict UELC will be held at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Graettinger, Iowa, Sep- 
tember 8-11, 1955, Rev. Arthur Sorensen, 
Pastor. All the congregations are urgently 
requested to send full delegations. Friends 
ire cordially invited. 


Business agenda: Proposal for Home Mis- 
sion Extension, Stewardship and Budget, 
Election of Officers, ete. 


Dr. George Forell, Professor at State 
University of Iowa, convention guest. 


Pastor C. M. Videbeck, Pres. 
Pastor Wesley Anderson, Sec’y 
Program PHEnclosed 


IOWA DISTRICT CONVENTION 
INVITATION 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Graetting- 
er, Iowa, extends a cordial invitation to the 
delegates and members of the congrega- 
ions of the Iowa District to be its guests 
during the 58th Annual Convention, Sep- 
tember 8-11. Lodging will be provided by 
the members of the congregation. Hotels 
and Motels are not available within the 
immediate vicinity, but reservations can 
be made in these accommodations if neces- 
sary. Please send your reservations for 
lodging to: U. E. L. C. Convention, St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Graettinger, Iowa. 
Cards for this purpose are available from 
your pastor. 


Arthur W. Sorensen, Pastor 
Gerhardt Jensen, President 


WISCONSIN DISTRICT TO MEST 


The fifty-eighth Annual Convention 
of the Wisconsin District will be held 
at Clinton Wisconsin on September 8- 
11th. Each congregation is urged to 
send delegates. 

A. S. Petersen, District President 

Thorvald Hansen, District Secretary 
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The Congregation of Pella Lutheran 
Church of Clinton, Wisconsin, extends 
a cordial invitation to the pastors, del- 
egates and members of the Congrega- 
tions of the Wisconsin District to be its 
guests during the District Convention 
to be held Sept. 8-11th. Lodging and 
breakfast will be provided in the 
homes. 


Please send your reservations for 
ledging to the pastor or to Mr. Julius 
Westergaard, Route 1, Darien, Wis., by 
September 6th. 


Frank Nielsen, Pastor 
James Thompson, Sec. 


Wisconsin District W.M.S. The an- 
nual meeting of the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society, Wisconsin District, will be 
held in conjunction with the district 
convention at Clinton, Wis. on Sept. 
8th through 11th, 1955. 


All local Societies are urged to send 
delegates. Delegates to this convention 
shall be: 


1. Members of the executive board. 
2. Members of the literature committee 
3. Wives of pastors of our district 


4. Delegates elected by local societies 
in the ratio of one delegate for each 
fifteen members, or fraction thereof. 


The business meeting will be held on 
Saturday afternoon at 3:30 o’clock. A 
new president, secretary and statistical 
secretary will be elected. 


The W.M.S. Mission program will be 
on Saturday evening at 7:30 o’clock. 
Pastor A. Morck, our missionary in 
Colombia, will be our guest speaker. 


Remember the Eben-Ezer Home, 
Brush, Colorado, with prayers and 
gifts September 4th, the 13th Sunday 
after Trinity, Good Samaritan Sunday. 


A NEAT IDEA 

A garageman in a Chicago sub- 
urb has really got himself an idea. 
Admitting that he is too lazy to 
work, he makes the eager beaver 2 
tempting proposal: Drive your car in 
and work on it yourself! The owner, 
Joe Ross, collects 75 cents an hour; 
contributes the use of his premises, 


tools, equipment, textbooks, advice, ~ 
experience, and supervision. Looks 
like a real neat deal. —Quote 


Failure 

Dear Lord, you know I did my best 
This day, you know the rest. 

I blundered and I failed, 

Stupidity prevailed. 


So, Lord, upon another day 

You give my tongue the words to say. 

And ’twill not to my glory be, 

But all the praise will go to thee. 
—Mary Jo Gerhardt. 


Parish Education 


My Church . . . A Teaching 
Church 


RALLY DAY FOLDER AND CARD 


The NEW 1955 Augsburg Rally Day 
folder is a four-color folder in brilliant 
autumn colors .The emphasis is upon the 
importance of family attendance at 
church with the Scriptural reminder: 
“Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not de- 
part from it.” 

Also available is a four-color post card 
with the same picture as the folder 
above. 


FOLDER—$1.75 per hundred 


POST CARD—25c per doz.; $1.50 per 
hundred 


1955 TRACTS 


(PUT141) Christ the, Master Teacher ..)..7.-..%.. $1.00 per 100 
(PUTI42)"huther*and* Teaching... apts. sere ce ae $1.00 per 100 
(PUT143) I have Something to Tell you ........... $1.00 per 100 


(PUT144) What the Bible Says About Teaching ....$1.25 per 100 


RALLY DAY 
OFFERING ENVELOPES 


All envelopes lithographed 
in full color. 


44% x2% inches 


75¢e per hundred 


Lutheran Publishing House 


RALLY DAY BUTTONS 
No. 1020 


30c per dozen 
$2.25 per 100 


SOUVENIR TAG 
No. 9296 
25c per dozen 
$1.50 per hundred 


2D Db bbb bt: 


USE THIS HANDY 
ORDER FORM— 


; Please enter our order for the follow- 


Quantity Title Price 
(PUT141) Christ, the Master 
Teacher $1.00 a hundred 


———-(PUT142) Luther and Teaching 
$1.00 a hundred 
——(PUT143) I Have Something to 
Tell You $1.00 a hundred 
(PUT144) What the Bible Says 
about Teaching $1.25 a hundred 
Recognition Folder $.50 a dozen 
——(5558L) Service Folder 
$1.75 a hundred 
(559) Rally Day Card 
25c per doz., $1.50 a hundred 
—-—(9296) Souvenir Tags 
25c per doz., $1.50 a hundred 
(1020) Metal Buttons 
30c per doz., $2.00 a hundred 
———(3006) Rally Day Offering En- 
velope 75c per hundred 
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